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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​           Jonathan Steinberg                                

Running for:   House    Senate                       District No:      136                      Party:      Democrat

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:     1 Bushy Ridge Road, Westport, CT 06880

Phone:            203-722-7477                    Website:                  steinbergforstaterep.com           Email:   jpsteinberg@optonline.net

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes   No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)
(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:

I have long been an advocate for increased DEEP funding, particularly for enforcement of existing environmental regulations.  While I endorse the concept of regulatory review to determine if some regs can be streamlined or eliminated, DEEP lacks the human resources to do its current job effectively.


	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:   As a member of the Legislature’s Transportation Committee, I have favored TOD strategies.  However, as a representative for Fairfield County, I have emphasized funding to restore/upgrade transportation infrastructure and co-sponsored a bill requiring any rail increases to be devoted exclusively to addressing existing infrastructure needs.  Although I had to vote for the budget adjustment bill, I was against the rail increase without such a commitment from the Admin.


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection
(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	 X
	
	

	Comments: I serve on the Speaker’s Shoreline Preservation Taskforce, and I’m committed to seeing that recommendations to protect property owners are balanced by sound environmental proposals which protect sensitive ecosystems.  I am also former co-chair of Westport’s Septic System Education Taskforce which focuses on proper septic system management, runoff and the effects on rivers, streams and LI Sound.  I’m also a member of the Bi-State Legislative “Save the Sound” group.


	4. Pesticides Rollback 
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	 X
	
	

	Comments:  I was among those legislators who pushed Leadership to assure that the rollback bill never reached the floor.  I was also an advocate in favor of a bill to eliminate CT’s pesticide preemption law (just ask Nancy Alderman at EHHI).  I was the sole legislator to participate in the entire Beyond Pesticides National Conference this year.


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:  I have supported such legislation and have worked with Westport’s Director of Conservation to facilitate safe exchanges locally.


	6. GMO Labeling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:  I have recently been named to the new legislative taskforce on GMO and have been an advocate on behalf of the GMO legislation, which failed to reach the floor this past session.


	7. Mattress Recycling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:  I was a co-sponsor of the bill this past session.


	8. Water Conservation
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	 X
	
	

	Comments:  I serve on the Energy and Technology Committee and have favored water conservation legislation – with the proviso that the legislation is effective in reducing water usage and not simply a “pass along” by utilities to ratepayers.


	9. Toxics (children)
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	 X
	
	

	Comments: I have supported legislation restricting certain chemicals use and requiring greater disclosure regarding chemicals which endanger children, pets and adults, including pesticides and BPA.  I also regularly read the blast email communiqués on chemicals and children from Dr. Philip Landrigan of Mount Sinai Medical Center.


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)
 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	
	X
	

	Comments:  Although I previously favored the concept to promote local conservation efforts, I am currently reluctant to further increase taxes or discourage recovery of the real estate market. In the future, assuming lower taxes and a more robust economy, I would be willing to consider such a bill.
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?

I believe that water quality issues, particularly regarding state rivers, streams and LI Sound, have not been adequately addressed.  Westport and Norwalk are fortunate to have groups such as Harborwatch/Riverwatch monitoring rivers and the Sound for water quality and contaminants, seeking out the sources of pollution.  But most of the rest of the state lacks such watchdogs and DEEP is simply under-resourced to do its job at monitoring and enforcement.  The result is rivers and streams which suffer from eutrophication, oxygen depletion, and overall increase in heavy metals and other pollutants – all of which eventually affect LI Sound.  Wells and groundwater are affected as well.  I will continue to advocate within the Legislature and to the Administration to adequately fund DEEP environmental enforcement and encourage similar local monitoring efforts to supplement DEEP’s efforts.  Only then can we expect to reverse the dangerous water quality trends in LI Sound.
I’ll add that we can do more as a state to pursue energy conservation efforts, which have a huge potential environmental benefit.  I helped write a section of the landmark energy bill in 2011 which created the “Leading by Example” program.  This initiative, intended to retrofit and upgrade state and municipal buildings for energy savings, has already generated 39 projects and over $10 million in investment.  The goal is to eventually extend the program to residential and commercial properties after we’ve qualified a cadre of ESCOs and established best practices for conservation.  Once the LBE program benefits are established, I will seek additional legislation facilitating such an expansion of state conservation efforts.
Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


   Explain Why:
It’s a tough choice between Mass Transit and Pesticides Rollback, but FF County is already virtually in crisis regarding transportation infrastructure, requiring immediate attention and adequate funding.  Unfortunately, I have doubts that neither the Transportation Committee nor the Administration is prepared to provide such a focus, given the commitments to the Busway and the New Haven to Springfield rail line.  Only when we’ve fixed the antiquated and deteriorating rail infrastructure can we expect to pursue high speed rail and environmentally-friendly TOD along the New Haven Line corridor.
�
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