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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​              Ted Hoffstatter                             

Running for: X  House    Senate                       District No:     143                            Party: Democrat

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:     201 Deer Run Rd, Wilton, CT  06897

Phone:    203-451-5049                                               Website: www.tedforstaterep.com                        Email: tedhoffstatter@hotmail.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?     Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes    No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes    X No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)
(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	X
	
	

	Comments:

The DEEP can’t reach its maximum potential without sufficient funds!


	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	X
	
	

	Comments:

Transit oriented development helps limit CO2 emissions which we all know is the root cause of global warming; this is very important.


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection

(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 

As the Norwalk River runs through the 143rd, I believe this a statewide system would benefit this district as well as the entire state.


	4. Pesticides Rollback 

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	X
	
	

	Comments:
This is outrageous.  I have children; I DO NOT want toxic pesticides anywhere near them!


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	X
	
	

	Comments:
This is very important as the drugs end up in our waterways, and drinking water over time.


	6. GMO Labeling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	X
	
	

	Comments:
I believe it is our right as citizens to know where our food comes from and how it is grown or raised.


	7. Mattress Recycling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	X
	
	

	Comments:
Recycling on all levels helps the environment.


	8. Water Conservation

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	X
	
	

	Comments:

Incentives to use less water are a great idea.  Conservation on all levels is key.


	9. Toxics (children)

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 
I have two toddlers; this legislation could be very beneficial to their health.


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)

 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 
This would be a great way to help municipalities’ conservation efforts.  As a current Selectman in Wilton, this could directly help us with our efforts here in Town.
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?
I think that we need to focus on open spaces and coastal zone management as proposed in the two bills on your watch list.  We need to work at the state level to identify desirable spaces and protect them.  Once you lose open space, it doesn’t come back!  As a longtime member of the Saugatuck Harbor Yacht Club, protecting the Sound has always been important to me.  Effectively managing coastal zones is critical to the health of the Sound and our beautiful wildlife.  The marshlands are critical, as are zoning regulations.  In 2008, I attended the Land Use Leadership Alliance program put on by Pace University School of Law for local leaders.  Smart development and clarity in zoning regulations as they affect our waterways and coastal zones were major topics.  Pleasure Beach, while outside the 143rd, is of regional concern.  In the 143rd, we need to promote and protect open spaces and our waterways.  The Norwalk River Valley Trail is also a very important project that runs through our district; I am the likely Board of Selectmen’s pick to be a go between on this initiative.
Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


   Explain Why:  While I would like to address all of these issues, I would make DEEP funding the first priority.  The DEEP can’t fully meet all of its goals if it is struggling to find funds.  We should strengthen the existing organization first, and then tackle all of the other very important environmental issues.  
BIO:

I am a CT BEST Certified Social Studies teacher; I have taught in various capacities in New Haven, Bridgeport, Stamford, and in Wilton.  I am currently a member of Wilton’s Board of Selectmen; I have served since 2007, I am in my third term.  I grew up in Wilton, and I am proud to raise my two young children here.  I am also a Democratic State Central Committee Representative for the  26th District; I have served in that role since 2008.  For me, the environment has always been my top priority, whether it is on the local, state, national, or global level.  Beyond being a longtime contributor to many environmental and wildlife organizations, I have made environmental and wildlife policy a priority on our Board of Selectmen.  In 2007, when a group of citizens advocated for the trapping and shooting of coyotes, I advocated a more humane, educative approach.  Beyond the fact that trapping and shooting coyotes is inhumane, it is also ineffective and potentially dangerous to pets and children.  Through local media I launched an education campaign promoting sensible measures citizens can take to protect their pets and children.  As the garbage patch in the middle of the Pacific Ocean continues to grow, and as the CT Legislature has been unable to pass legislation promoting the use of reusable bags, I decided we needed to act locally.  I met with members of the Westport RTM, and the Green Village Initiative.  We considered banning single use plastic bags in Town, but there was pushback from local businesses, and I was concerned that we also did not want to increase the use of paper, as that also has a negative impact.  I put forth a plan to charge a fee for the use of both paper and plastic at the point of retail to discourage the use of both.  Our Board, unfortunately, was a bit nervous to go that far.  We ended up funding an education program through Wilton Go Green, our local 
environmental advocacy group.  We had a reusable bag contest, and publicized the issue throughout Town.  In the end, we have doubled our community’s reusable bag use from 12% to 24%.  While this is progress, our goal was 50%.  The Board promised to revisit the issue this year to see what further steps we can take.  Wildlife and the environmental issues are a the absolute top of my list.  Your endorsement would mean the world to me.  Thank you all for your hard work to save the Planet!
�
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