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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​       Elissa T. Wright                                    


Running for  X  House    Senate                       District No:     41                            Party: Democrat


Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address: 51 Pearl Street, Noank, CT 06340-5732


Phone:      860.536.1813                                      Website:     www.elissawright.com                          Email: elissa.wright@gmail.com


Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?   X Yes     No

Do you have a primary?     Yes   X  No
Are you an incumbent?    X  Yes     No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)

(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	X
	
	

	Comments:



	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.

(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection

(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	4. Pesticides Rollback 

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	X
	
	

	Comments:



	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	X
	
	

	Comments: Although only a small fraction of residual antibiotic accumulation in our water bodies is attributable to flushing of excess and expired medicines, a statewide system for secure disposal of unused pharmaceuticals would be a first step to restrict unnecessary introduction of drug residues into waterways.  



	6. GMO Labeling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	X
	
	

	Comments:



	7. Mattress Recycling

  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	8. Water Conservation

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	X
	
	

	Comments:


	9. Toxics (children)

(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)

 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	X
	
	

	Comments: 
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?

1. Environmental Issue That Needs Attention: A watershed is a geological entity that consists of uplands and water. We need to promote a holistic, ecosystem approach to integrate the planning and management of both of those resources within watersheds. To help achieve this goal, we need to strengthen the statutory and regulatory framework for assessing the appropriateness of proposed land use projects, taking into account the cumulative effects of the proposed project, in combination with other projects and existing human activities, within the watershed. The overall objective should be to create an evaluation system within the land-use permitting process that transcends political boundaries and requires the permitting entity to identify and take into consideration cumulative impacts that may occur from proposed land development in a watershed. 

2. Environmental Priorities for the District:   Long Island Sound is the end point and receiving body for activities that have taken place within any number of watersheds. A unique and valuable estuary, the Sound has supported the maritime-based economic activity of our coastal communities for centuries, and continues to do so to this day. Unfortunately, a number of man-made problems, including inadequate sewage treatment and storm water runoff from the multiple watersheds that drain into the estuary pose a threat to the Sound’s water quality, its biodiversity and natural resources. Significant investments in clean-water, nitrogen-reduction wastewater treatment activities are contributing to improved water quality. But the jobs and food resources once provided by commercial and recreational fisheries remain under threat from non-point source pollutants from residential and urban runoff and the accumulation of pharmaceuticals, insecticides, plasticizers, and other emerging contaminants in the waters of the Sound.  As a member of the Environment Committee, the Climate Change and Shoreline Preservation Task Force, and the Long Island Sound Caucus Steering Committee, I have worked effectively with legislators, experts, and state, local, and federal officials to address the vulnerabilities of Long Island Sound. If reelected, I look forward to expanding on successful initiatives and developing new strategies to protect and improve the Sound’s health in areas of water quality, habitats, and land use. 

Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	((
	Transportation & Mass Transit


	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


 Explain Why:

According to national data, growth in land consumption and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) have increased at a much faster rate than population growth since 1980, in large part due to sprawling development patterns. With gasoline prices rising, more and more people are choosing to leave their cars at home, take public transportation, and walk or bike to where they need to go. We need to devote more of our transportation capital funding to safe and reliable public mass transportation projects, and to investing in streets that are safe for walking and biking, as well as for taking the bus or driving.  We need to reform our tax and regulatory framework to eliminate barriers to smart growth and better encourage the kinds of development and transportation choices that result in more climate-friendly, energy-efficient, lower-cost patterns of growth -- that protect farmland and open space, revitalize urban centers and downtowns, provide a variety of transportation options reducing VMT and global-warming emissions, and help regions and the state grow in sustainable ways moving us to an energy-independent and carbon-constrained future.
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