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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!

	Candidate Name:​​​​​​​​​​                      Leo Canty                     

Running for:  x  House    Senate                       District No:      5                           Party:  Democratic

Candidate/Campaign Mailing Address:  27 Devin Way  Windsor CT 06095

Phone:                      860-794-6075          Website:      www.canty2012.com                                        Email:       leocanty2012@gmail.com

Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?   x  Yes     No

Do you have a primary?   x  Yes     No
Are you an incumbent?      Yes   x  No   


Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)
(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	yes
	
	

	Comments:

I much prefer an appropriate fair balanced and smart revenue stream which includes all taxes and fees that fund operations that need funding and gets us out of the very inefficient, ineffective and politicized process of paying for things the way we do and playing games with the funds as we do.


	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:  I was thinking about that as I was stuck in traffic the other day wishing I could hop a convenient bus or rail line for the 7 miles from Windsor to Hartford for a meeting – almost 40 minutes for 7 miles – what a waste – but that’s just me.
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	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	3. Riverfront Protection
(Click Here for more information)
	 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s

rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:   I truly believe we need to do more to protect water, land and air  any way we can – how silly to believe we can pollute the planet and neglect or pave over our shoreline for the benefit of profit without consequences.  We will pay for the malfeasance dearly with our children’s or grand kids lives….  


	4. Pesticides Rollback 
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  
	YES
	
	

	Comments:  Pesticides and many other issues severely affect our children especially those with respiratory issues and allergies.
We need to do all we can to provide a safe environment for our children


	5. Pharmaceutical       Disposal
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:  Absolutely  - but then again maybe all the drugs that leech thru our water filtration systems(if you can call them that) or aquifers may be making us high enough to think it’s not  a problem we need to fix.  


	6. GMO Labeling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:   Bitter Irony # 77 – Some folks agree SUNSHINE should focus on things like public sector employee pay and benefits but the sunshine need not disclose what we eat or drink or consume in any other fashion – either you like sunshine or you don’t – I want full disclosure on that stuff ( with appropriate SPF) so I don’t get burned.


	7. Mattress Recycling
  (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:  I want to see us recycling everything we can – I recycle – but my town gives us tiny bins that don’t fit my effort. I compost but I have piles of great soil I have no time to spread.  Mattresses have stuff we can reuse and recycle – they are one of many things I’d like us to do something with. I pay a fee when I buy tires – bottled items, etc why not mattresses and why not electronics, batteries etc we must do a better job at this


	8. Water Conservation
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:   I live in a MDC town – I rarely water my lawn I like when it dies then I don’t pollute with my stinky mower.  I told an MDC guy about my stingy water issue as a proud conservationist. He said “we got more water than we know what to do with”  Oh well Maybe MDC folks don’t need it – but we still should not waste it.  As B Franklin said (something like this) we really don’t know the value of water till the well is dry….I don’t want to live in a dry well environment – I get the value thing.


	9. Toxics (children)
(Click Here for more information)
	Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:   Save our kids – pretty soon they will need to save us –I’m almost 60 and lining them up.


	10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)
 (Click Here for more information)
	Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?
	YES
	
	

	Comments:   I still don’t like add-on taxes and fees for funding stuff.  I prefer a solid revenue structure that works and grabbing greenspace from concrete or tar destiny is important to me.  Mean time – temporary measures(undefined length) will help – life can be so much simpler if we pay for the things we think are important.
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?

Density is lacking.  Sprawl sucks resources like a monster galactical black hole.  Air, water, land is destroyed because we sprawl out and pave and concretize areas that should remain free of development.  We can…and must.. go vertical in our cities – you know the drill as well as I what the benefits are. I feel no need to elaborate on that.
      I will push hard to Occupy brownfields and push for incentives to develop ( lowering over reliance on property taxes as part of a revenue restructuring , for one) our cities and go green as we do

    simple stuff – if it weren’t for all the Darth Vader crowd who make big bucks on galactical black hole creation we could mve faster and better here.  As for my town we still have lots of farms and forests to sell off to pay municipal bills – but I want us to make Hartford ( along with all other big cities) work better and for all the good stuff we can do in Hartford, Windsor can benefit – it won’t work the same way in reverse.
Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	x
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


   Explain Why:  Yea, if I have to pick one – it’s that…..Actually – I think the best environmental bill will be revenue restructuring.  We end the over reliance on property taxes and get a structure that can take the pressure off of towns to turn dirt into dollars to pay the bills and we get people focusing on having more trees and parks and walking and bike paths instead of big box stores or million square foot ware houses like the Dollar Tree warehouse in my town.  We lower property taxes and get a good, fair  tax revenue stream funding transportation, city enterprise and transit and housing and we spark a revitalization of cities and go vertical – I don’t want to think small – we need big change here – too much simple minded, isolated, baby steps put us where we are – lets get the job done – I am not afraid of sticking my neck out for big change – I don’t care who calls me a tree huggin lib or whatever – I’ve been called much worse and I’m still alive enough to kick back – a lot.  I’ve been working with 1000Friends ( as treasurer and Board member) and have pushed to move some of this.  We must do more …faster – ( my 1KBuds will have a revenue proposal coming soon)
You guys need to take some baby steps – that’s called forward progress these days…we all need that.  But make sure there is a focus on a STRIDE or a LEAP – none of the things on your list is BIG.  Without dreamers in our ranks we all end up in nightmares. 

We’ll lose everything if we don’t think and act and argue bolder and bigger.  I want to do that- while wagging my finger at the naysayers.
Time to occupy and push back and fight on stuff – we’ve lost too much -  our kids can’t afford for us to lose more.
 If my attitude is scaring you – don’t support me.. If you like what I am saying – join with me.  Let’s do the right thing for the right reasons and let’s do it louder.  Big things aren’t won with a whimper – we need a fight.  And the power and money that drives the bad system has never conceded anything and they are amassing more power and money every day. I have no power or money but I have energy and I know how to organize.  And I won things before with just that- focused raw energy and crowds….and a big mouth.
�
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