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2012 Candidate Survey
· Email your completed survey to: elections@ctlcv.org
· Please attach a biography

· Please complete this survey by July 1, 2012.  Thank you!
Part 1:  If elected, what position do you expect to take on the following environmental issues?
	Topic
	Question
	Support
	Uncertain
	Oppose

	1. DEEP Operations (funding)

(Click Here for more information)
	Currently, all revenues collected by CT DEEP through permits, licenses, and admissions fees go to the General Fund and do not support DEEP operations.  Would you support creation or re-institution of a fund within DEEP that enabled it to recoup revenues from hunting permits, special licenses, parks admissions, etc.?
	x
	
	

	Comments: It is important for the state to promote self-sufficiency as much as possible in funding environmental programs. These funds also amount to user fees: Those who partake of the state's environmental resources – who enjoy it --- should subsidize funding of essential conservation programs. 



	2. Transportation and Mass Transit.
(Click Here for more information)

	Would you support policies or legislation to promote transit-oriented development that        focuses growth and dense development around transit stations while respecting the unique character of each of our 169 cities and towns?
	xx
	
	

	Comments: Absolutely.  First of all, I'm a huge believer in the growth of essential mass transit projects in order to keep cars off the roads. But mainly, promoting growth around transit stations would fight sprawl – while improving economic development –  in our rural and exurban localities.  The beauty of much of Dutchess County, N.Y., has been ruined by this lack of long-term planning. 
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Part 2:    What environmental issue has lacked the attention in Connecticut that it deserves?  As a legislator, what will you do to change that?  What are the environmental priorities in your district?
Brownfields and aqua protection.  These are the two major issues in New Milford. 

Brownfields: New Milford has Century Brass, a former  maker of  copper and brass alloy tubing which produced PCBs. Efforts a few years ago to turn it into an ethanol plant were defeated: The project need received adequate funding and there was substantial local opposition based on environmental concerns – it would have produced about 100 million gallons of ethanol a year at a site not far from wells – about the ethanol plant.  The town has been determined to develop the area but it is becoming increasingly clear that this may not happen – that an adequate use may not be ecologically feasible.
Now, 10 years after the town received a $150,000 federal grant to find a solution to the problem, it is back to square one.   It is looking much more likely that the town will need state and federal funding to tear down the old building in order to clean up the site. 

Aqua Protection: With polluted watersheds,  we need legislation that will protect the town's water supply – the pollution seeps into the aquifers that fuel private wells. Pollution from private businesses  have caused such poisons  to seep into the soil and water supplies.  A Hartford Courant story on June 21 chronicled the problem of leaky gas tanks and the lobbying efforts of the state's gas stations to keep from funding the needed  clean-up.  There are insurance companies that will cover the clean-up, the Independent Connecticut Petroleum Association's argument notwithstanding.  Legislation is also needed to keep gas stations further away from wells. 
Mass Transit:  There has been talk of extending the rail line from Danbury to Massachusetts through a company called Housatonic Railroad  along the original rights-of-way of the old line.  There are questions as to such a project is economically feasible – whether it would generate enough commuter, tourist and freight traffic to make it profitable.  Of course, the state should do whatever it can to support such a project – if it is found to be economically sound. 

Part 3:
If you are elected and you could choose only one environmental issue to address, which ONE of the following issues would be your priority for the 2013 Legislative Session?
	
	DEEP Funding
	
	Pesticides Rollback
	
	Mattress Recycling
	
	CRCA

	
	Transportation & Mass Transit

	
	Pharmaceutical Disposal
	
	Water Conservation
	
	Other (please describe)

	
	Riverfront Protection
	
	GMO labeling
	
	Toxics (children)
	
	


  Explain Why:
I checked “other” in addition to Pesticides Rollback because it is directly related to Aqua Protection – they are joined at the hip.   Protecting our water supply from pesticide run-off is a fundamental issue, not only for New Milford, but other towns in similar aquifer situations around Connecticut. 
Organic solutions exist that can easily substitute for pesticides and the state should encourage their use any way it can. 
�
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Are you enrolled in the Citizen’s Election Fund for public campaign financing?   x  Yes     No


Do you have a primary?     Yes   x  No


Are you an incumbent?      Yes   x  No   �
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�
Riverfront Protection


(Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/long_island_sound/coastal_management/twbufferguidance.pdf"��Here� for more information)�
 Would you support a statewide system of protective vegetated buffers along the state’s


rivers and streams (with exemptions for built-up areas, agriculture and other special situations)?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: In New Milford, the Northwest Conservation Commission is backing such a system along the Housatonic River  to protect the on-going ecology of the river. 











�
�
Pesticides Rollback 


(Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/p2/government/turf_mgt_without_pesticides_final_(2).pdf"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support and protect the current ban on toxic pesticides on school grounds?  �
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: This should be obvious.  My daughter, 13, attends a New Milford public school. 











�
�
Pharmaceutical       Disposal


(Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2708&Q=335480"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support a statewide program that allows Connecticut’s residents to have a safe and secure place to dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: This is one of those critical issues that should be getting more public attention.  In New Milford, residents are stuck: They can't take them to recycling areas and the town has a special disposal day only once a year.  People dispose of them in their toilets and they get into the water supply.  








�
�
GMO Labeling


  (Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctnofa.org/GMO resource page.html"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support mandatory labeling of genetically engineered foods, also known as GMO?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: Generally speaking, it's good that we know what we're eating. 





�
�
7. Mattress Recycling


  (Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2708&q=447190&depNav_GID=1763" \l "mattresses"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support requiring manufactures to create a system for mattress-component recycling similar to the systems for recycling electric waste and the unused paint?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: 





�
�
8. Water Conservation


(Click � HYPERLINK "http://cga.ct.gov/2012/ENVdata/Tmy/2012SB-00348-R000316-Connecticut Water Company-TMY.PDF"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support efficient use and planning of water supplies by providing incentives for utilities to encourage water conservation through ratemaking mechanisms?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: This is an excellent method of providing incentives for consumers to conserve water. 





�
�
9. Toxics (children)


(Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.saferchemicals.org/resources/chemicals/"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support legislation that creates a process that identifies chemicals of high concern to children and makes recommendations how to reduce their exposure?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments:  





�
�
10. Community Redevelopment and Conservation Act (CRCA)


 (Click � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctconservation.org/"��Here� for more information)�
Would you support an optional conveyance tax for municipalities on buyers of real property to be used within the municipality for preservation and conservation of land, air, water, and energy resources?�
xx�
�
�
�
Comments: There is already such a system in place in New Milford.�
�
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